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Abstract

Waste management is a local government responsibility that connects
environmental protection with sustainable development. This study analyzed
the legal framework governing the Bengkulu City Government’s responsibility
for waste management and examined its alignment with sustainable
development principles. The study employed a normative legal method with
statutory and conceptual approaches. Legal materials were collected through
library research and examined qualitatively using a descriptive—analytical
approach. The findings indicate that the government’s responsibilities derive
from national legislation and local waste management regulations. These
responsibilities encompass policy formulation, the provision of facilities and
infrastructure, waste reduction and handling, coordination, public participation,
and supervision. Viewed through sustainable development principles, these
responsibilities require consideration of interrelated environmental, social, and
economic dimensions. The study concludes that sustainable waste management
requires regulatory coherence, a clear allocation of governmental authority, and
integrated policies addressing these three dimensions. By clarifying the scope
of local governmental responsibility, the study provides a normative basis for
aligning waste management governance in Bengkulu City with environmental
protection and sustainable development objectives.
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INTRODUCTION

Waste management is one of the environmental issues that requires serious attention
because it is directly related to environmental quality, public health, and sustainable
development. Population growth, increasing economic activities, and changes in
consumption patterns have the potential to increase both the volume and complexity of daily
waste generation. This situation requires a waste management system that is not merely
oriented toward the collection, transportation, and final disposal of waste, but also
encompasses efforts to reduce, sort, reuse, and recycle waste in an integrated manner. From
an environmental law perspective, waste management constitutes part of the government's
obligation to ensure environmental protection and management through well-directed and
accountable policies and actions. Research (Rahmadi, 2021) explains that environmental law
provides a normative foundation concerning the rights, obligations, authorities, and legal
instruments necessary to protect and manage the environment. In line with this perspective,
(Soemarwoto, 2021) emphasizes the importance of the relationship between ecology, the
environment, and development, indicating that every development activity must take into
account environmental carrying capacity and sustainability. Therefore, waste management is
not merely a technical issue concerning sanitation services, but also a legal and governance
issue that requires the government to assume responsibility for ensuring the provision of a

good and healthy environment.

The government's responsibility for waste management is cleatly established under
Law Number 18 of 2008 concerning Waste Management. Article 5 of the Law stipulates that
the central and regional governments are responsible for ensuring the proper and
environmentally sound implementation of waste management, while Article 6 outlines
various government duties, including raising public awareness, facilitating waste reduction
and handling, providing facilities and infrastructure, and promoting coordination among
stakeholders. These provisions demonstrate that the responsibilities of regional governments
are not limited to providing waste collection services and final disposal facilities, but also
include policy formulation, institutional strengthening, supervision, coordination, and the
enhancement of public participation. So as (Napitupulu & Muhyidin, 2021) explain that
stakeholder participation represents one of the major challenges in achieving sustainable
urban waste governance, making coordination and the involvement of various parties
essential to its implementation. This is consistent with the findings of (Anisykurlillah &

Sampe, 2024), who examined environmental governance in waste management in Malang
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City and demonstrated the relevance of governance aspects in the implementation of urban
waste management. In the context of the Bengkulu City Government, these responsibilities
must also be examined in light of Bengkulu City Regional Regulation Number 2 of 2011
concerning Waste Management in Bengkulu City, which serves as the legal basis for waste
management at the regional level. Therefore, legal analysis is necessary to examine the
relationship between national laws and regulations and regional regulations in determining
the scope of the Bengkulu City Government's legal obligations and responsibilities in waste

managernent.

The legal responsibility of regional governments in waste management must also be
situated within the framework of sustainable development, which integrates environmental,
social, and economic dimensions. This principle is normatively reflected in Law Number 32
of 2009 concerning Environmental Protection and Management, as amended, particulatly
Article 1 point 3, which defines sustainable development as a conscious and planned effort
to integrate environmental, social, and economic aspects into development strategies in order
to ensure environmental integrity and the well-being of both present and future generations.
Based on this principle, waste management policies should not merely aim to resolve waste-
related problems in the short term, but should also take into account pollution prevention,
resource-use efficiency, financial sustainability, and the protection of public interests.
Research Santosa and Quina (2014) explain the importance of reforming Indonesian
environmental law to establish good environmental governance within a democratic state,
particularly through strengthening the principles of legal certainty, accountability, and public
participation. This perspective indicates that the responsibilities of regional governments
cannot be assessed solely on the basis of the existence of waste management regulations or
policies, but must also be examined in terms of the adequacy of authority arrangements, the
clarity of obligations, and their consistency with the principles of environmental protection.
In relation to this research, the principle of sustainable development serves as the basis for
assessing whether the legal responsibilities of the Bengkulu City Government have
incorporated a balance between environmental protection, the social interests of the
community, and economic (Santosa & Quina, 2024) sustainability in waste management.
Accordingly, examining the legal responsibilities of regional governments is essential to
ensuring that waste management not only fulfills administrative and public service

requirements, but also reflects the state's obligation to safeguard environmental sustainability.
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Several previous studies have examined waste management, regional government
responsibilities, and environmental governance from various perspectives. Research
(Choiriyah & Sutarni, 2020) specifically investigated regional government responsibilities in
waste management to maintain the sustainability of natural resources in Denpasar City,
thereby providing a foundation for understanding the relationship between regional
government obligations and environmental sustainability protection. Furthermore,
(Napitupulu & Mubhyidin, 2021) focused on the challenges of stakeholder participation in
sustainable urban waste governance, while (Wangkasa et al., 2023) examined environmental
governance in the implementation of waste management in Malang City. Meanwhile,
(Santosa & Quina, 2024) provided a perspective on environmental law reform and the
importance of good environmental governance as part of democratic government
administration. Although these studies have made significant contributions to the
development of environmental law and waste governance, further research is needed to
specifically analyze the legal framework governing the responsibilities of the Bengkulu City
Government by connecting national legal provisions, regional regulations, and the principle
of sustainable development within a unified analytical framework. The research gap lies in
the focus on how the legal responsibilities of the Bengkulu City Government are formulated
in laws and regulations and the extent to which the adequacy of these regulations can be
assessed from the perspective of sustainable development. This study aims to analyze the
legal framework governing the responsibilities of the Bengkulu City Government in waste
management under applicable laws and regulations and to examine these responsibilities in

light of the principle of sustainable development.

METHODS

This study employs normative legal research, which focuses on examining legal
norms, principles, doctrines, and statutory provisions relevant to the legal issues under
investigation. Normative legal research is used to analyze the legal framework governing the
responsibilities of the Bengkulu City Government in waste management based on the
principle of sustainable development. According to (Soekanto & Mamudji, 2019), normative
legal research is conducted through an examination of library materials or secondary data as
the basis for analyzing legal issues. This study adopts two approaches, namely the statute
approach and the conceptual approach. The statute approach involves examining various

laws and regulations concerning waste management, regional government authority, and
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environmental protection and management, particularly Law Number 18 of 2008 concerning
Waste Management, Government Regulation Number 81 of 2012, Law Number 32 of 2009
concerning Environmental Protection and Management and its amendments, as well as
Bengkulu City Regional Regulation Number 2 of 2011 concerning Waste Management in
Bengkulu City. Meanwhile, the conceptual approach is employed to understand and analyze
the concepts of regional government legal responsibility, governmental authority, good
environmental governance, and the principle of sustainable development through the
perspectives of legal scholars and relevant academic literature. By (Marzuki, 2021) explains
that the statute approach is conducted by examining legislation relevant to the legal issues
under investigation, whereas the conceptual approach is based on the views and doctrines
developed within legal scholarship. These two approaches are integrated to identify the legal
foundations, scope of obligations, and legal framework governing the responsibilities of the

Bengkulu City Government in waste management.

The legal materials used in this study consist of primary, secondary, and tertiary legal
materials. Primary legal materials include laws and regulations directly related to the research
object, particularly those concerning waste management, regional government, and
environmental protection. Secondary legal materials comprise legal books, scientific journal
articles, expert opinions, and previous research findings addressing regional government
responsibilities and sustainable development. Tertiary legal materials include legal
dictionaries, encyclopedias, and other reference sources that provide explanations of the legal
terms and concepts used in this study. Legal materials were collected through library research
by inventorying, searching, identifying, and classifying various legal sources according to their
relevance to the research questions. Subsequently, the collected legal materials were analyzed
qualitatively using a descriptive-analytical method, which involves describing the applicable
legal provisions, interpreting the substance of statutory regulations, and relating them to
relevant legal concepts and principles. According to (Ibrahim, 2013), analysis in normative
legal research involves processing legal materials to develop legal arguments, formulate legal
constructions, and identify solutions to the legal issues under investigation. This analysis is
directed at assessing the consistency between national legislation and regional regulations,
while also examining the adequacy of the legal framework governing the responsibilities of
the Bengkulu City Government based on the principle of sustainable development, which
encompasses environmental, social, and economic dimensions. The results of the analysis

are then presented systematically and descriptively to address the research questions and
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formulate legal conclusions and recommendations concerning the strengthening of the
Bengkulu City Government's responsibilities in waste management oriented toward

environmental sustainability.

RESULTS

1. Regulation of the Legal Responsibilities of the Bengkulu City Government in

Waste Management

The research findings indicate that the legal responsibilities of the Bengkulu City
Government in waste management are grounded in national legislation and regional
regulations. Local governments are obligated to ensure the proper and environmentally
sound implementation of waste management through policy formulation, the provision of
facilities and infrastructure, waste reduction and handling, and the enhancement of public
participation. At the regional level, Bengkulu City Regional Regulation Number 2 of 2011
concerning Waste Management in Bengkulu City serves as one of the legal instruments
whose provisions need to be analyzed in relation to national regulations. Accordingly, the
responsibilities of the city government are not limited to waste collection, transportation, and
disposal services but also encompass regulation, coordination, facilitation, and supervision

of waste management activities.

Table 1. Scope of the Legal Responsibilities of the Bengkulu City Government in Waste

Management
No. Asp ects Of Forms of Government Responsibility
Responsibility
Policy formulation Establishing waste management policies and regulations.
Provision of facilities Providing waste management facilities and infrastructure.
3 Waste reduction Facilitating waste sorting, reuse, and recycling.

Organizing waste collection, transportation, processing, and final

4 Waste handling disposal

Promoting public education and community involvement in waste

5 Public participation
management.

Ensuring that waste management activities comply with applicable

6 Supervision legal provisions.

Source : Research Findings

Based on Table 1, the legal responsibilities of the Bengkulu City Government
encompass six main aspects that are interrelated in the implementation of waste
management. These aspects demonstrate that the city government bears regulatory,

administrative, and public service responsibilities in ensuring that waste management is
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carried out in accordance with applicable legal provisions. The existence of regional
regulations serves as an important instrument for providing legal certainty in the
implementation of these obligations; however, their consistency with developments in
national legislation must still be examined. Therefore, the regulation of government
responsibilities needs to be assessed in terms of the clarity of authority, the scope of

obligations, and the consistency among applicable legal provisions.

2. Legal Responsibilities of the Bengkulu City Government in Waste Management

Based on the Principles of Sustainable Development

The research findings indicate that the legal responsibilities of the Bengkulu City
Government in waste management need to be analyzed based on the three main dimensions
of sustainable development, namely environmental, social, and economic dimensions. The
environmental dimension emphasizes the government's obligation to prevent pollution,
reduce waste generation, and ensure that waste treatment and final disposal do not damage
environmental functions. The social dimension relates to the protection of public health, the
fulfillment of the right to a good and healthy environment, and the enhancement of
community involvement in waste sorting and reduction. Meanwhile, the economic
dimension emphasizes the efficient use of resources, waste reuse, and the development of
recycling activities that generate economic value. These three dimensions must be integrated
into local government policies to ensure that waste management is not merely oriented
toward addressing short-term problems but also guarantees environmental sustainability and

community welfare.

Table 2. Analysis of the Bengkulu City Government's Responsibilities Based on the
Principles of Sustainable Development

Dimensions of Focus of Government
. u v L :
No. Sustainable Obijectives to Be Achieved

Doyt Responsibilities

Pollution prevention, waste o . .
Maintaining environmental quality

1 Environmental reduction, and residue Lo
and sustainability.
management.
5 Social Health protection, education,  Creating a healthy environment
and public participation. and increasing public awareness.

Increasing the utility value of
waste and supporting economic
sustainability.

Resource efficiency, reuse, and

3 Economic .
waste recycling.

Source : Research Findings
Based on Table 2, the three dimensions of sustainable development demonstrate that

waste management requires integrated government responsibilities and cannot be
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implemented solely through an urban cleanliness approach. The environmental dimension
serves as the foundation for ecosystem protection, the social dimension ensures the
tulfillment of public interests and community involvement, while the economic dimension
encourages more productive and efficient utilization of waste. These three dimensions must
be supported by clear policies, coordination among stakeholders, adequate facilities, and
effective supervisory mechanisms. Accordingly, the adequacy of the legal framework
governing the responsibilities of the Bengkulu City Government can be assessed based on

its ability to integrate these three dimensions into the implementation of waste management.

Overall, this research finds that the legal responsibility framework of the Bengkulu
City Government needs to be understood through the interrelationship between local
government authority, waste management obligations, and the principles of sustainable
development. A normative assessment of these regulations is essential to ensure legal
certainty and consistency between national legislation and regional regulations. However, this
research does not draw conclusions regarding the actual level of success in waste
management implementation, as such an assessment requires empirical research. Its primary
focus is to evaluate the adequacy of legal norms as a basis for the city government in realizing
environmentally sound waste management, protecting community interests, and supporting

sustainable development.

DISCUSSION

1. Regulation of the Legal Responsibilities of the Bengkulu City Government in the

Implementation of Waste Management

The legal responsibilities of the Bengkulu City Government in the implementation
of waste management constitute part of the obligations of local governments to ensure
environmental protection and provide quality public services. Normatively, these
responsibilities are based on Law Number 18 of 2008 concerning Waste Management,
particularly Articles 5 and 6, which affirm the obligations of the central and local
governments to ensure the proper and environmentally sound implementation of waste
management. These provisions indicate that local governments are not only responsible for
waste collection, transportation, and final processing but are also obligated to formulate
policies, provide facilities and infrastructure, facilitate waste reduction, and raise public

awareness. In the context of the Bengkulu City Government, these responsibilities need to
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be realized through regional regulations that provide legal certainty regarding the division of
authority, management mechanisms, and the involvement of communities and business
actors. Therefore, the regulation of local government responsibilities should be understood
as an integrated set of legal obligations encompassing regulatory, institutional, service

delivery, coordination, and supervisory aspects.

The regulation of local government responsibilities also needs to be analyzed through
the principle of good environmental governance. Research (Addahlawi et al., 2020), in their
study on the implementation of good environmental governance principles in waste
management in Indonesia, explain the importance of cooperation among the government,
private sector, and communities in establishing sustainable waste management practices.
Their study emphasizes that government policies need to be enforced and supported by
appropriate waste management mechanisms and the participation of various stakeholders.
Similarly, (Mustaghfiroh et al., 2020) found that effective waste management can be achieved
through the development of waste banks, recycling waste into new products, and
implementing environmentally responsible final processing methods. These two studies
demonstrate that government responsibilities cannot be fulfilled solely through the
establishment of regulations but also require the formulation of implementation mechanisms
that enable policies to be carried out in a coordinated manner. In this study, these principles
serve as a basis for assessing whether the regulatory framework governing the responsibilities
of the Bengkulu City Government provides adequate provisions for coordination,

transparency, public participation, and supervision in waste management.

Furthermore, the existence of Bengkulu City Regional Regulation Number 2 of 2011
concerning Waste Management in Bengkulu City demonstrates the availability of a regional
legal instrument specifically governing the implementation of waste management. However,
this regional regulation needs to be examined in the context of the hierarchy of laws and
regulations and its harmonization with national legislation, particularly Law Number 18 of
2008 concerning Waste Management, Government Regulation Number 81 of 2012
concerning the Management of Household Waste and Household-Like Waste, and Law
Number 32 of 2009 concerning Environmental Protection and Management, as amended.
Research (Choiriyah & Sutarni, 2026), through their study on local government
responsibilities in waste management in Denpasar City, demonstrate that local governments
are legally obligated to maintain the sustainability of natural resources. Nevertheless, several

issues remain concerning institutional capacity, supervision, and public participation in the
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implementation of these responsibilities. These findings are relevant as comparative
references for understanding that the regulation of local government responsibilities must
encompass both clarity of authority and adequate institutional support. Accordingly, the
regulation of the Bengkulu City Government's responsibilities needs to be analyzed based
on the conformity of the substantive provisions of regional regulations with the national legal
framework, including the clarity of the division of duties and the adequacy of legal

instruments supporting waste reduction and handling.

From the perspective of environmental law reform, local government responsibilities
are also closely related to legal certainty, accountability, transparency, and public
participation. Research (Santosa & Quina, 2024) explain that the environmental law reform
movement in Indonesia contributes to strengthening good environmental governance,
upholding the rule of law, and promoting democracy through the establishment of legal
instruments and the involvement of civil society. This perspective demonstrates that waste
management regulations should not position the government merely as a policy implementer
but also as an institution responsible for ensuring public access to information and
opportunities to participate in environmental decision-making. So as (Salsabila et al., 2021)
also indicate that governance and public participation are important factors in realizing
sustainable urban waste management. Therefore, the Bengkulu City Government needs to
establish a regulatory framework that ensures inter-institutional coordination, community
involvement, supervision of waste management activities, and accountability for the exercise
of governmental authority. Based on this analysis, local government legal responsibilities
should not be assessed solely based on the existence of regulations but also on the adequacy
of their substantive provisions in ensuring the implementation of good waste management

governance.

2. Legal Responsibilities of the Bengkulu City Government in Waste Management

Based on the Principles of Sustainable Development

The principle of sustainable development constitutes an important foundation for
assessing the legal responsibilities of the Bengkulu City Government because waste
management is not merely related to cleanliness issues but also concerns environmental
protection, community welfare, and economic sustainability. Normatively, this principle is
reflected in Law Number 32 of 2009 concerning Environmental Protection and

Management, which stipulates that sustainable development must integrate environmental,
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social, and economic dimensions to ensure the quality of life of both present and future
generations. In the context of waste management, local governments are required to
implement policies that not only address waste that has already been generated but also
prioritize pollution prevention, waste generation reduction, reuse, and environmentally
responsible waste processing. Research (Choiriyah & Sutarni, 2026) demonstrate that local
government responsibilities in waste management are directly related to efforts to maintain
the sustainability of natural resources. Their study also highlights the need to strengthen
policies and institutions so that government legal obligations can support sustainable
environmental protection. Accordingly, the principle of sustainable development serves as a
benchmark for assessing whether the regulatory framework governing the responsibilities of
the Bengkulu City Government provides an adequate legal foundation for integrated waste

management.

First, the environmental dimension. The environmental dimension emphasizes local
government responsibilities in preventing pollution, reducing waste generation, and
maintaining ecosystem quality through the implementation of environmentally sound waste
management. Waste management should not merely focus on transferring waste from
residential areas to final processing facilities but should prioritize waste reduction at its source
through sorting, reuse, and recycling. Research (Mustaghfiroh et al., 2020) explain that the
implementation of good environmental governance principles in waste management can be
achieved through appropriate management mechanisms, the development of waste banks,
recycling activities, and the application of environmentally responsible final processing
methods. These findings demonstrate that local government responsibilities must include
the provision of a policy framework that encourages preventive waste management practices
oriented toward environmental conservation. In the context of the Bengkulu City
Government, the environmental dimension can be used to assess the adequacy of regulations
concerning waste reduction, residual waste management, pollution control, and the
implementation of final waste processing that does not cause environmental degradation.
Therefore, the legal responsibilities of local governments need to be directed toward a waste
management system that prioritizes prevention and the protection of environmental

functions rather than merely addressing waste after it has caused environmental problems.

Second, the social dimension. The social dimension concerns the obligations of local
governments to guarantee the public's right to a good and healthy environment and provide

opportunities for communities to participate in the implementation of waste management.
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Communities should not merely be positioned as recipients of public sanitation services but
also as parties that play an active role in reducing waste generation, sorting household waste,
and supporting waste management programs within their respective neighborhoods. By
(Addahlawi et al., 2020); Putro & Briliayanti, 2022) explain that successful waste management
requires cooperation among the government, private sector, and communities because
waste-related problems cannot be resolved solely through government policies. Meanwhile,
(Salsabila et al., 2021; Setyawati et al., 2025) found that public participation is one of the
important factors in sustainable urban waste management. These research findings
strengthen the argument that the Bengkulu City Government has a responsibility to promote
public participation through the provision of information, environmental education, waste
bank development programs, and stronger coordination with various community groups.
Thus, the social dimension not only emphasizes the fulfillment of the public's right to a
healthy environment but also requires regulations that guarantee meaningful community

involvement in waste management policies.

Third, the economic dimension. The economic dimension of sustainable
development emphasizes the importance of waste management practices that consider
resource-use efficiency and the development of economic value from waste materials that
can still be utilized. Local governments need to encourage management systems that do not
rely solely on funding for waste transportation and final processing but also develop
initiatives to reduce waste and reuse materials that retain economic value. Research
(Mustaghfiroh et al., 2020) explain that the development of waste banks and recycling
activities can form part of waste management mechanisms that support environmental
sustainability. This demonstrates that waste can be regarded as a resource with potential
economic value when managed through appropriate systems. So as (Fitri & Setiawan, 2025),
in their study on the role of local governments in sustainable waste management in West
Java Province, also emphasize the importance of strengthening recycling infrastructure,
multi-stakeholder collaboration, and community-based education to support sustainable
waste management. In the context of the Bengkulu City Government, the economic
dimension can serve as a basis for assessing regulations concerning the development of waste
banks, the utilization of recycled products, support for community-based economic
activities, and the sustainability of waste management financing. Therefore, local government

responsibilities need to be directed toward establishing a waste management system capable
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of reducing environmental burdens while simultaneously generating economic benefits for

communities without neglecting environmental health and safety.

These three dimensions of sustainable development are fundamentally
interconnected and cannot be implemented separately. The environmental dimension
provides protection for ecosystems, the social dimension ensures the fulfillment of public
rights and community involvement, while the economic dimension promotes resource-use
efficiency and the development of productive activities based on waste management.
Research (Nie & Wang, 2023) emphasize the importance of good environmental governance
through strengthening legal frameworks, democracy, and community involvement in
environmental protection processes. Meanwhile, (Fitri & Setiawan, 2025); (Fadhlurrahman,
2021) demonstrate that sustainable waste management requires policy harmonization,
strengthened institutional capacity, adequate infrastructure, and collaboration among various
stakeholders. These two studies illustrate that the effectiveness of regulations governing local
government responsibilities is closely related to their ability to integrate various development
aspects into a unified waste management policy. Therefore, the Bengkulu City Government
needs to establish regulations that not only define administrative obligations but also provide
a legal foundation for implementing policies that maintain a balance among environmental,

social, and economic interests.

Based on the overall analysis, the legal responsibilities of the Bengkulu City
Government in waste management, in accordance with the principles of sustainable
development, need to be directed toward strengthening three main aspects: clarity in the
regulation of governmental authority, integration of waste management policies, and
improvement of environmental governance involving communities and other stakeholders.
The study by (Hba et al., 2016) provides a comparative perspective by demonstrating that
regional waste management problems are not only related to regulations but also involve
institutional capacity, supervision, and public participation. Meanwhile, the studies by
(Mustaghfiroh et al., 2020) highlight the importance of management mechanisms and multi-
stakeholder cooperation in supporting the implementation of good environmental
governance. Accordingly, the regulatory framework governing the responsibilities of the
Bengkulu City Government needs to be examined comprehensively to ensure that
government obligations concerning waste reduction and handling are aligned with the
principles of sustainable development. It should be emphasized that conclusions regarding

the adequacy of legal norms are different from assessments of their actual implementation
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in practice. Since this study employs a normative legal research method, its findings are
directed toward evaluating the legal construction, consistency, and adequacy of the regulatory

framework underlying local government responsibilities.

CONCLUSION

Based on the research findings, it can be concluded that the legal responsibilities of
the Bengkulu City Government in the implementation of waste management have a clear
normative foundation in Law Number 18 of 2008 concerning Waste Management,
Government Regulation Number 81 of 2012, Law Number 32 of 2009 concerning
Environmental Protection and Management, and Bengkulu City Regional Regulation
Number 2 of 2011 concerning Waste Management. These responsibilities encompass the
formulation of waste management policies and strategies, the provision of facilities and
infrastructure, the implementation of waste reduction and handling, the enhancement of
public awareness, coordination among stakeholders, and supervision of waste management
activities. Viewed from the perspective of sustainable development, these responsibilities
should not be oriented solely toward urban cleanliness and environmental pollution control
but must also consider the social dimension through the protection of the public's right to a
good and healthy environment and active community participation, as well as the economic
dimension through waste reduction, reuse, recycling, and the development of the economic
value of waste. Accordingly, sustainable waste management requires integration between
legal certainty, policy effectiveness, good governance, public participation, and responsible
resource utilization. This study emphasizes that the responsibilities of the Bengkulu City
Government must be understood as comprehensive and continuous legal obligations rather

than merely the implementation of waste transportation and disposal activities.

This study contributes to the development of environmental law scholarship,
particularly concerning local government responsibilities in the implementation of waste
management based on the principles of sustainable development. Theoretically, this study
strengthens the understanding that local government obligations in waste management
constitute part of the state's responsibility to ensure environmental protection through the
integration of environmental, social, and economic dimensions. From a legal perspective,
this study identifies the relationship between national legislation and regional regulations as

the basis for exercising the authority and responsibilities of the Bengkulu City Government.
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Furthermore, this study offers the perspective that successful waste management should be
positioned within the framework of good environmental governance, which encompasses
transparency, accountability, coordination, legal certainty, and public participation. Thus, the
findings of this study can serve as an academic reference for the development of more

integrated regional legal policies oriented toward sustainable waste management.

Future research is recommended to expand this study through empirical
investigations that directly examine the implementation of the Bengkulu City Government's
responsibilities in waste management. Such research may involve interviews with local
government agencies authorized in the environmental sector, final waste processing facility
managers, sanitation workers, waste management business operators, and community
members directly involved in waste management activities. The research focus may be
directed toward examining the conformity between legal provisions and their
implementation in practice, the availability and effectiveness of facilities and infrastructure,
the implementation of waste reduction and handling, supervision and law enforcement, and
the level of public participation. Furthermore, future studies should also examine the
effectiveness of Bengkulu City Regional Regulation Number 2 of 2011, including its
relevance and conformity with developments in national legislation. Such investigations are
important for generating more concrete recommendations concerning the strengthening of
regulations, institutions, financing, and supervisory mechanisms so that waste management

in Bengkulu City can be implemented effectively, equitably, and sustainably.
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