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Abstract

This study explores the evolution of mosque architecture in Islamic civilization
by analyzing its structural elements, functional roles, and symbolic meanings. It
emphasizes the mosque’s significance not only as a place of worship but also as
a central social and urban institution within Islamic society. Despite centuries
of architectural change, the mosque has preserved its unique identity and
spiritual essence. Drawing on selected examples from the Islamic East, the
Maghrib, and al-Andalus, the study examines defining features such as domes,
minarets, Mibrabs, Minbars, and ornamental details. The core question addresses
how Islamic architecture has remained rooted in religious principles while
interacting with a range of cultural and artistic influences. Employing a
descriptive and comparative approach, the research contends that mosque
architecture represents a dynamic tradition—firmly anchored in Islamic values
yet adaptive to historical shifts and regional contexts, reflecting the
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civilization’s openness to other cultures without compromising its distinctive
identity.

Keywords: Islamic Architecture; Architectural Identity; Islamic Civilization;
Mosques; Mihrab; Minbar; Dome.
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