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Abstract 

 
Character education is often associated with children and young people, but 

adults need it too. In modern challenging life, adults face various problems, 

such as social pressure, family responsibilities, and the demands of the 

workforce. If not equipped with good character education, they can experience 

a moral crisis, lose their identity, and have difficulty making wise decisions. 

This research uses the qualitative descriptive method to explore the importance 

of character education for adults and the right approach to its implementation. 

The results show that character education can help individuals become more 

responsible, have integrity, and be able to face the changing times with a wise 

attitude. In addition, character education also plays an important role in 

guiding adults to make positive use of technology and not get caught up in the 

negative impacts of digitalization. With the right approach, character education 

can be a solution in creating stronger, more independent individuals who are 

able to set an example for the next generation 
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INTRODUCTION  

In the rapidly growing era of globalization and digitalization, character education is 

often identified with the moral formation of children and adolescents in the school 

environment. This is because early childhood development is an important stage in a 

person's development (Syafnita et al., 2023). Likewise, adolescence is also an important 

stage in life characterized by physical, emotional, and social changes (Helmaliah et al., 

2024). Nowadays, character education is very important not only for children and 

teenagers, but also for adults (Widodo, 2021).  

The discourse on character education has long been introduced and government 

policies related to this have long been enacted (Surawan et al., 2022). Character education is 

not only aimed at children and adolescents, but also needs to be applied to adults (Omeri, 

2015). Bansae (2023) in his research stated that social and cultural changes bring new 

challenges in shaping the character of the younger generation. High levels of individualism, 

the influence of social media, and changing social values have led to debates about how 

effective character education is in shaping responsible individuals. Adults also often face 

developmental problems, such as losing their identity, being anti-social, failing to settle 

down, not being a role model for their children, or having difficulty providing for their 

families (Jannah et al., 2021). These conflicts make a person feel emotionally distressed and 

create a feeling of discomfort within themselves (Lestari et al., 2024). Therefore, character 

education for adults should be an important part of the education system. 

However, the facts on the ground show that character education for adults still 

receives less attention than character education for children and adolescents. In fact, adults 

also have an important role in the family, workplace, and society (Dwilianto et al., 2024). If 

character education for adults is not carried out, problems such as lack of honesty and 

responsibility in leadership, low social responsibility, and lack of visionary thinking in 

facing future challenges will arise. Character education for adults is very important because 

it aims to develop abilities, form a good personality, and create a dignified national 

civilization so that the quality of the nation's life becomes smarter (Isnaini & Fanreza, 

2024). If character education is only focused on children and adolescents, then adults will 

experience a moral crisis. Ethical and moral crises occur due to several factors, such as 

family influence, school environment, wrong beliefs, culture, human behavior, and misuse 

of technology (Hudi et al., 2024). 
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When entering early adulthood, there are many questions from family and society, 

such as when to work or get married. This makes it necessary to be prepared for the social 

pressures and responsibilities of adulthood (Mafazania et al., 2024). This is what makes 

adults experience confusion in determining attitudes and life principles. Therefore, 

character education for adults needs more attention. By building a strong character, they 

can not only become a better person, but also be able to set a good example for the next 

generation. Character education for adults should be designed with approaches that are 

relevant to their world, such as through workplace training, social activities, or lifelong 

learning programs. Through this study, it is hoped that it can provide new insights into the 

importance of character education for adults, as well as how the concept of future 

education can be developed to answer the challenges of the times. With a more visionary 

approach, character education for adults can be a solution in creating individuals who are 

more responsible, have integrity, and are able to face changes with a wise attitude. 

 

METHODS 

The research method is qualitative by analyzing data either online or in graphical 

form. Qualitative method is a research approach that focuses on understanding, explaining, 

and interpreting social phenomena through data that is not in the form of numbers or 

statistics. In qualitative research, researchers seek to explore the deeper meaning of an 

event or phenomenon, often by utilizing in-depth interviews, observation, or document 

analysis. One of the main approaches in qualitative data analysis is thematic analysis. This 

involves 1) Identifying themes or patterns in the data found. Researchers look for 

similarities or differences in the way people talk about a topic, their feelings towards a 

particular issue, or emerging patterns of behavior. 2) Categorization of data: Grouping data 

into categories based on similar themes or topics, and 3) Interpretation of meaning: 

Developing a deeper understanding of how people interact with a particular issue or topic 

based on the analysis of the themes found. 

 

RESULTS  

Revisiting the “Fate” of Character Education for Adults 

Character education for adults is often not given enough attention, despite its 

importance. Many character education efforts are more often focused on children and 
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adolescents, with the assumption that young age is the most effective time to build 

character. However, in reality, character education for adults has a very important role in 

creating better individuals, both in personal, social and professional contexts. 

Building a character education format for adults must be done with an approach that 

is relevant to their lives. An adult is someone who has a lot of experience, knowledge, skills 

and is able to solve life problems independently (Sujarwo, 2015). Through learning, adults 

can gain more experience. Therefore, learning for adults is more focused on improving life 

experiences, not just looking for a diploma (Budiwan, 2018). Adult learning is usually 

relaxed, non-pushy, safe, and flexible to make learning comfortable (Arifah, 2018).  This is 

because education for adults receives less attention from various parties. This can be due to 

various factors, such as the priority given to children and youth education, limited funding, 

or lack of facilities that support adult education. Education for adults is actually very 

important, especially in the context of improving skills, knowledge and work readiness. 

This education can also help adults to adapt to changes in the world of work, such as 

technological developments and economic changes, as survey results show that adult 

education is still low. 

 

Figure 1. Participation in education by type of educational activity 

Based on the figure above, it shows that character education for adults has received 

less attention. Therefore, character education for adults deserves more attention because 

character development does not stop at a young age. Through character education, adults 

can improve their personal and social quality of life, enhance interpersonal relationships, 

and improve leadership qualities and positive impact in society. Therefore, it is important 

for educational institutions, organizations and communities to make room for greater 

character education for adults, as part of lifelong learning. Despite its seemingly positive 

goals, this view still presents a range of complex issues (Muttaqo & Anwar, 2025). 
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Reformulating the Purpose of Adults Character Education 

Adult education must combat authoritarian culture in learning. Authoritarian cultures 

tend to curb the critical thinking and independent thinking that individuals should have. In 

the context of adult education, it is important to emphasize a more dialogic, collaborative 

and respectful approach to individual experiences and perspectives. This will provide space 

for more critical and reflective learning, rather than just memorizing or passively receiving 

knowledge. Some countries have successfully implemented innovative adult education 

models that focus on individual empowerment. For example, in some European countries, 

adult education often involves problem-solving-based methodologies, which allow learners 

to engage in issues relevant to their daily lives. In addition, adult education in these 

countries also often includes training in critical skills such as analytical thinking, effective 

communication and the ability to identify and solve problems. Visionary breakthroughs in 

adult education could involve developing more flexible curricula that accommodate 

learners' needs and contexts, and provide opportunities for them to share experiences and 

learn from each other. It could also involve utilizing technology to widen access and enrich 

learning methods. 

Table 1. Comparison of Adult Education Objectives in Different Countries 

No Country   Destination  

1. Australia  Emphasizes the goal of adult education on assimilating 
immigrants with long-time residents of Australia 

2. Swedia  Aimed at democratizing and creating better norms of 
community life  

3. Swiss  Aimed at making community life happier and more active  

4. France Emphasizes popular education for a broad range of people  

5. Israel  Aimed at reducing challenges between nations and races 
and combating atomization and giving new life to the 
community  

6. Canada  Promotes pride in and develops knowledge created by 
Canadians  

7. United States Emphasizes that education is of, by and for the people  

8. India  Improving morals, increasing knowledge, improving work 
efficiency, and raising the standard of living of the people  

9. Thailand  Illiteracy, maintenance of healthy living, social and cultural 
contact 

Based on the table above, Indonesia has a concept of character education goals that 

are more focused on adults. Often, more attention to character education is given to 

children and adolescents, while adults, who have a big role in society, are often considered 

mature enough in terms of character. Yet, in reality, character education for adults is also 
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very important to support a better social, professional and cultural life. On going character 

education for adults can create a more civilized, just and supportive society. The reason 

why character education for adults is so important is because: 

1. The role of adults in society 

Adults are individuals who hold important positions in various aspects of life, such as 

family, workplace, politics and society. Therefore, if adults develop better character, it 

will have a huge impact on the family, work environment, and society as a whole. 

2. The need to improve the quality of social interaction 

As they age, many adults may get stuck in certain routines or mindsets that are not 

always positive. Character education can help them to improve interpersonal 

relationships, understand others' perspectives, and reduce social conflicts. 

3. Challenges of globalization and social change 

In the era of globalization and technological advancement, adults are faced with rapid 

and complex social changes. Character education can help them to face these 

challenges wisely and still maintain positive social values. 

4. The importance of characterful leadership 

Adults are often in leadership positions, whether in the workplace, community or 

family. Good leadership relies not only on technical skills, but also strong character 

traits, such as integrity, empathy, responsibility and wisdom. Character education for 

adults can prepare them to be more effective and ethical leaders (Pamuji, 2024). 

 

DISCUSSION  

Adult Education: Initiating a Civilized Education Format 

Adult education or often also called adult is based on the completeness of physical 

conditions, age and psychology and fulfills the role in accordance with the demands of the 

tasks they have in social life (Azizah & Widodo, 2021). Adult is also known as the process 

of assistance or help for adults so that the learning process can be carried out optimally 

(Djumena, 2016). According to Sudjana in Nisa & Siregar (2019) argues that adult is an 

education devoted to adult learning. Humans develop from children to adults. Special 

techniques in human learning at each level must be different too.  Adults need the 

provision of educational services that specialize in adult learning. In modern society, 

character education is often focused on children and adolescents. In fact, adults also face 
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various challenges that require moral and ethical maturity in every aspect of life, whether in 

the family, the world of work, or social life. The lack of character education in adults can 

lead to various problems, such as a crisis of leadership with integrity, a low sense of social 

responsibility, and a lack of visionary attitude in facing the changing times. 

Character education is very important and should be considered by everyone as soon 

as possible (Farid & Rugaiyah, 2023). Many adults face various life challenges, quarter-life 

crises occur for various reasons, such as feeling frustrated with relationships, uncertain 

about the future, difficulties in the workforce, finding a suitable job, feeling anxious, 

confused about identity, family problems, and peer pressure (Masluchah et al., 2022). 

Therefore, character education is not only focused on children and adolescents but also 

needs to be applied to adults so that they are able to become better individuals and provide 

good examples for the next generation. Education plays a major role in shaping moral and 

civilized human beings (Lathifah & Ndona, 2024). Likewise, character education is also 

very important to build a civilized and dignified nation, both before God, in the eyes of the 

international community, and fellow humans (Gani & Rafi, 2023). 

In addition, character education for adults should also instill basic values such as 

honesty, responsibility, empathy, and the ability to think critically in dealing with various 

situations. People who have a strong sense of identity usually have clear life goals, can 

make wise decisions, and are able to build good social relationships (Soesanto & Eka, 

2025). Thus, the success of life, both financially and mentally, is highly dependent on the 

quality of one's self. A good quality of self comes when one is able to understand, reflect 

and learn from every experience. The more experiences one learns from, the more one's 

quality of self develops (Ramadhan, 2022). According to Malcom Knowles in Anwar (2017) 

suggests that there are four main assumptions in adult, namely as follows: 

1. Self-concept. That the constancy and maturity of the self moves from total dependence 

towards self-development so that it can direct itself and be independent. in general, it 

means that the self-concept of children is still dependent on their parents. Meanwhile, 

the adult's self-concept depends on himself or the adult's self-concept is independent. 

2. Experience function. It is said that experience is in accordance with the life journey of 

each individual that develops towards its maturity. An individual will experience and 

collect many bitter-sweet experiences in life.  This will make a person learn from these 

experiences and provide a solid and broad basis for learning and new experiences. 
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3. The individual matures over time, because readiness to learn is not determined by 

academic or biological needs or compulsions, but by the developmental demands and 

growth of social tasks and roles. It can be said that a child learns because of academic 

demands, but adults learn because of the level of development they face in their role as 

workers. 

4. Learning expectations. Children's learning orients are predetermined and conditioned 

to have material-centered orients. However, adults' learning oreantations are centered 

on solving the problems they face. 

So that in the course of the character education system for adults will also be 

different from character education in adolescence, especially in methods. How to teach or 

what is commonly known as the learning method is a way or stage that contains procedures 

for carrying out learning activities so that teachers can interact with students properly so 

that the planned learning objectives can be achieved  (Mariadi & Surawan, 2023). Among 

them in terms of character education methods for adults have different characteristics, 

namely as follows: 

1. Comprehension method 

A method that requires learners to use their thinking power (ratio). As an adult learner, 

a person will feel satisfied if his questions can be answered with a clear legal basis and 

source. So, in adult education, the role of reason and creative thinking is something that 

cannot be separated. Based on the point of view of adult education, the learning 

method obtained is by prioritizing the ratio. As an adult, Prophet Ibrahim showed his 

curiosity and confirmed what his question was. This was then responded to by God 

Almighty  (Harahap, 2020). Thus, strengthening the faith of Prophet Ibrahim to accept 

and believe wholeheartedly in the existence of God. 

2. Awareness Method 

Adult education should be carried out with the awareness of patience and kindness.  

What is to be realized is human peace through mutual advice, role modeling and 

controlling lust. In the atmosphere of adult education, there are no restrictions on age, 

knowledge and experience. So, between educators and learners there is no need to feel 

more between them.  Their presence is needed to build and develop the potential of 

adult education. Giving a warning here according to Qutub is in a good way. Starting 

from giving a subtle warning, and getting used to it to behave positively, then only with 

a warning to stay away or leave a matter. Like Allah in giving the law of Khamr which 
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is done gradually and persuasively (Harahap, 2012). The correlation in adult education 

shows that planting the concept of understanding rationally is very necessary.  Starting 

from finding usefulness in his life either in a family situation or work environment.  

3. Practical Method 

The existence of practice will raise awareness and understanding which becomes the 

basis for doing good deeds. If poured into educational methods, the right one is the 

method of assignment and exemplary (Wardani, 2024). The Quran recommends that 

humans can practice an action based on knowledge. The implementation of existing 

adult education is generally still carried over from the previous educational culture.  

This means that the culture of education is still oriented towards teaching activities. 

What still happens very often and becomes a common thing in adult education is 

following an idea that is conveyed. This is not bad, but it indirectly silences a person's 

critical thinking to provide new ideas or ideas. So that indirectly the stigma of truth will 

continue, from the one who conveys to the object without any critical and solution 

ideas. 

All adults with minds have different ideas.  This can then complete a treasure of 

knowledge. So good adult education is education that makes other people a source of 

learning, not as teaching objects. This limitation then makes adult education unable to run 

optimally.  

 

Character Education and Future Human Development 

Rapid social and technological changes require individuals to have a strong character 

in order to adapt to various situations. Character education for adults plays a role in 

shaping future humans who are not only intellectually intelligent, but also have high moral 

awareness. With good character education, individuals can think critically, make wise 

decisions, and have a visionary attitude in facing life's challenges. In addition, education 

acts as an agent of social change that helps shape individuals to be responsible, tolerant and 

respectful of differences (Lathifah & Ndona, 2024). As expressed by Brooks and Goole in 

Elmmubarak, to implement character education in schools there are three important 

elements to consider, namely; principles, processes and practices (Surawan et al., 2022). 

In the future, the challenges of life will be more complex, especially with the rapid 

advancement of technology. Humans need to combine mental and physical strength and 

have emotional intelligence (Fitriah et al., 2024). Character education aims to build positive 
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traits in a person (Muwahhida, 2023). For example, in the world of work, individuals with 

good character will more easily adapt to a dynamic environment, be able to work together 

in teams, and have an honest attitude in carrying out their duties. Likewise, in social life, 

character education makes a person more empathetic because empathy is part of character 

education (Fithriyana, 2019). More than that, character education is also important to shape 

people who have visionary thinking. Visionary leadership and character education are 

interrelated and influence each other in shaping a superior and ethical generation (Rachman 

et al., 2023). Individuals with strong character do not only think for themselves, but also 

for the common good. They are able to see opportunities, face challenges with an 

optimistic attitude, and contribute to creating a better future. 

Therefore, character education for adults should be part of a lifelong learning 

process. With a strong character, future humans will be better prepared to face various 

challenges, utilize technology wisely, and live life in a more responsible and ethical manner. 

It is undeniable that adults are human beings who need freedom and recognition. With 

these two things, they will get motivation from within themselves. Freedom of behavior 

and decisions are part of education (Anwar, 2017; Nofriana & Fitriani, 2023). Therefore, 

understanding other people's personalities such as understanding their characters and 

emotions, as well as their level of psychological development, is part of the teaching 

readiness that must be possessed by educators involved in adult education (Sarifah et al., 

2025). As an educator in educating adults, you must understand several characteristics, 

among the abilities that must be possessed by an educator in educating adults, namely: 

1. Have expertise in managing the learning atmosphere. 

Educators in adult education no longer play the role of conveying knowledge. There 

are things that are more needed by learners, namely class management. As experienced 

people, learners in this case no longer need someone as a learning resource. What they 

need more is an educator who is able to manage the learning atmosphere, provide 

motivation to improve the quality of learning, and how educators direct learning 

patterns effectively (Susanti, 2021). The role of educators is no longer the only thing 

that is indispensable to students as education in the realm of pedagogy. 

2. Have expertise in managing the learning atmosphere. 

Educators in adult education no longer act as deliverers of knowledge. There is 

something that is more needed by learners, namely class management. As an 

experienced person, learners in this case no longer need someone as a source of 
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learning. What they need more is an educator who is able to manage the learning 

atmosphere, provide motivation to improve the quality of learning, and the way 

educators direct learning patterns effectively (Susanti, 2021). The role of educators is 

no longer the only thing that is indispensable to students as education in the realm of 

pedagogy. 

3. Has mature life experience  

If an educator in adult education only has the ability to be an expert in a scientific field, 

then it will not be enough for learners. The target of education is no longer people who 

have no knowledge and experience, but those who already have experience and then 

demonstrate it by learning as a way to take lessons from what they have experienced 

(Amrullah et al., 2023). Educators in adult education must have good learning qualities, 

because education is not only about theory. Adult education is no longer shaping 

mindsets, but stimulating every adult to be able to produce their ideas and ideas 

authentically through their independence in thinking (Akintolu & Letseka, 2021).  

 

Visionary Breakthrough: Humans and Technology Get Along 

In the digital era, technology is increasingly taking a big role in human life. However, 

without strong character education, technological development can actually bring negative 

impacts, such as increased individualism, lack of empathy, and misuse of technology  

(Maslahah, 2023). Therefore, character education for adults should be geared towards 

creating individuals who can utilize technology positively, not just as passive users. This 

education should instill ethical values in the use of technology, form a critical mindset, and 

foster the realization that technology should be used for common welfare, not just personal 

interests. Thus, humans and technology can coexist harmoniously, creating a more 

advanced and civilized civilization. 

To achieve a balance between humans and technology, an approach that emphasizes 

the wise and responsible use of technology is needed. Today, technology plays an 

important role in education as it greatly assists the learning process and the development of 

knowledge (Sugiarto & Farid, 2023). Therefore, character education is very important to 

face the challenges in the 21st century education world centered on technology (Marisa, 

2021). Character education for adults should encourage individuals to not only be 

consumers of technology, but also be able to use it as a tool to improve the quality of life 

and provide benefits to the wider community. 
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One important aspect of character education in the digital era is building awareness 

about digital ethics. A good understanding of digital ethics can reduce the spread of hoaxes, 

bullying, racism, cyber bullying, hate speech, and personal data leaks (Budi Ismanto et al., 

2022). With a good understanding of digital ethics and continuous improvement, the digital 

culture in Indonesia will also develop (Febriyanto et al., 2022). By having high awareness, 

individuals can utilize technology as a means of communication, learning, and innovation 

without sacrificing moral values. This approach is very suitable to be applied in education 

because it is able to build motivation in students, increase understanding of religious 

concepts, and make the knowledge learned more meaningful to students (Surawan & 

Arzakiah, 2022; Lutfi & Anwar, 2025). 

In the era of rapidly advancing digital technology, digitalization is a major factor in 

changing various aspects of daily life (Adinda et al., 2024). In addition, technology should 

be used to strengthen social relationships and share positive knowledge that can strengthen 

the integrity of the nation (Sakhi & Najicha, 2023). Technology can be a useful tool to 

support character education (I’tikaf, 2024). Digital technology has changed the way we 

work, learn, communicate and connect with our surroundings (Wulandari et al., 2021). 

Thus, humans are not only dependent on technology, but are able to control it and direct it 

to a better purpose. 

Character education for adults is very important, especially in the midst of rapid 

technological development. Many people think that character education is only for children 

or students, when in fact adults are the role models and decision makers in society - they 

also need to be equipped with strong moral and ethical values so that they can deal with 

technology wisely. Here are some reasons why character education is important for adults 

in the face of technological developments: 

1. Cultivating Digital Ethics 

Technologies such as social media, AI, and other digital platforms allow for unlimited 

communication, but are also prone to abuse. Character education helps adults avoid 

spreading hoaxes and hate speech, maintain privacy and personal data, respect others' 

data and use technology for good, not manipulation or fraud. Then the most important 

thing is to build a disciplined character.  A disciplined attitude will help one to develop 

self-control, and help recognize wrong behavior in the use of technology (Lutfi et al., 

2025). 
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2. Be a role model for the younger generation 

Children and teenagers learn from the behavior of adults. If parents or teachers are 

wise in using technology, children will imitate them. Character education allows adults 

to be critical but polite when discussing online, to be able to sort out information and 

not be easily provoked and to provide examples of productive use of technology. 

3. Increasing Social Responsibility 

Technology makes it easy for us to get involved in social issues, but it can also make us 

indifferent. Character education helps adults care about the social impact of 

technology, such as AI ethics or data exploitation and use technology to help others, 

not just for personal gain. 

4. Preventing Technology Addiction 

Without self-control, even adults can become addicted to gadgets, social media or 

online games. Character traits like discipline, responsibility, and self-awareness help 

maintain a balance between the digital and real worlds. 

5. Developing Emotional Literacy 

Technology speeds up communication, but doesn't always deepen relationships. 

Character education supports the ability to empathize in digital communication and 

manage emotions when dealing with disagreements online, not getting easily provoked 

or caught up in digital drama. 

Technological developments in social media can affect the way people think and see 

things (Safitri et al., 2025). With strong character education, future humans will be able to 

coexist with technology without losing human values. Technology will not be a threat, but 

a tool that helps humans achieve a more harmonious, balanced and meaningful life in order 

to achieve happiness. Happiness is the main goal of humans.  Everything that is done in 

life is none other than to achieve happiness, whether it is working, vacationing, getting 

married or whatever the most important thing is to get happiness (Lestari et al., 2024). 

 

CONCLUSION  

Character education for adults is essential in building individuals with morals, integrity and 

high social responsibility. In the rapidly growing digital and globalization era, character 

education should not only be focused on children and adolescents, but should also be 

applied to adults. Adults face various life challenges, such as social pressures, family 

responsibilities, and complex workplace dynamics. Without adequate character education, 
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they may experience moral crisis, loss of identity, and difficulty in living life wisely. 

Character education for adults should be designed with approaches that are relevant to 

their lives, such as through workplace training, social activities, and lifelong learning 

programs. Values such as honesty, responsibility, empathy and critical thinking need to be 

instilled so that they can face the changing times with a visionary attitude. In addition, in 

facing the digital era, character education plays a role in shaping individuals who are not 

only intellectually intelligent, but also have high moral awareness in utilizing technology. 

With strong character education, humans can coexist with technology harmoniously, using 

technology as a tool for progress without losing human values. Therefore, character 

education for adults should be part of a lifelong education system. By building strong 

character, individuals can not only improve their own quality of life but also contribute to 

building a more civilized, tolerant and responsible society.  
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